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 - Endowments} and exhorts his & 
Sane Converts to ſeek them: 
 Covet, ſays he, carneſliy the beſt 


Giite, that is, Gifes by which they 


; might honourably promote their 


own Intereſt, and effectually ad- 
vance the Welfare of others; Now 


every thing that we have or enjoy 


is, firiftly ſpeaking, | a Gift, and 
God alone giveth us to will and to 
do of his good Pleafure 5 but thoſe 
Abilities, by which we are chabled 

to make our ſelves uſeful to Man- 


kind, to inſtruct them in the 


Kiowledex; and perſuade chem to 


the Practice of Religion; thoſe 


are. the greateſt Accompliſhments 
of a Chriſtian: They are, to ſpeak 
in the Language of the Apoſtle, 
the beſt Gifts. Theſe Gifts how- 


ever are liable to Abuſe, * may 
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EC | | % : 
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be emplay'® in' "ſuch « hats, 
as not to anſwer-'th& Intention f 
the Donor, nor the Expectation 
of Beholders. The Apoſtle there - 
fore preſcribes the way to make 
thoſe Abilities uſeful to all; He 
points cut the Means by which 
thoſe | ſuperior Gifts and Graces 
might be made moſt conducive to 
their own Credit, moſt beneficial 3 
to the Good of all; that is, by . 
uſing them according to the Mea- 
ſurgy and by the Rule of Charity: 


For Charity is the Bafis of all Ac- 1 


compliſhments, and gives a Re- 7 


* commendation to all Gifts; with- 
out which, the greateſt Perfection 
of Mind, the nobleſt Endowments 
of the Soul are but as it were un- 
profitable Bleſſings, and ſpecula- 
| tive Ornaments ; but as RO 


Bra Wh 


of p 3 4 


| Jnfiratt and reform Mankind, al £ 

Divine Graces, by RO ; | 

chear and comfort our ſelves, even 
that carries us through all 
Difficulties, and Hope, that ſuf- 
Ports us in all Diſtreſſez, | ſubmit 
40 Charity as their Superior: Tbe 
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Feat of theſe js Charity: In he 
furthe Froſecution of which Words, 
I propoſe in che following: Order 
to ſhew, 19 4.4 1 Kt gn 20 7 
ak 870 ji 5H 77 EO OE}? 
1 I. What Charity is in it lf. 55 
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. Its particular Werth and 
wy - Excellency, as'i it ĩs — te 
2 Faith, 


"Ta | Faith, and Hope 5 dn them. 
conclude neee 


" * 
1 69 45 14213 


* 


1 
„ 
31 


. Lp: 55 e 


4 


And fert I am to ſhow What 
Charity 1s: iu it ſelf. 141 Haw one? 
Now Charity is ſuch-@ Principle? 
a univerſal Lobe; s miclines:” 
Men to do all thoſe fr 
ces which: the  Circuniſtarices' ob 
otlrers may. ſtand in need of, o 
their ow good Fortune inay en- 
able them to do; of fo to will the 
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like Circumſtande. 
therefore that ſets wp! for a Nam 
of the ſiricteſt Juſtice think: he : 
endued with true Charityl le is 
one thing to — r- oy, 
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fiance of others themſebves in ther * 


by 
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perty of Juſtice to give every Man 
his own;:that which he may elaim 
either by a natural or legal Right, 


and which cannot be denied with⸗ 


out evident Wrong, ſo even pro- 
fane and irreligious Men go oſten 
ſo far 3 nor is it a Virtue wien 
they do, becauſe their Conduct 
does not proceed rom Choice and 
FPrineiple, from a generous Zeal to 
do what is good, but a ſordid Mb. ; 
tive of: Fear or Shame, often from 
Conſttamtand Nexeſſity too. But: 
Werl Love and: Charity Hou- 
rich, :there-is that Diſpofition bf 
Soul that puts Men upon doing 
all: good: Offipes, without Regard: 
to ſeculan Views, and beyondricthe 
Conipulſicin of human Laws. This 
Virtue works upon ihe Hęart and 
Affections, and ien to a 
437 is, 


Throne of Grace; He is the tel 
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6 Univerſal 


Who are Strangers to us by - Cli 
mate; and Aliens by Profeſſion. It 
ſo qualifies, the Heat of Paſſion, 


atid ſways the Byaſs of Party Pre- 8 
judice, as to make us kind and 


toutteous to them, from whom we 
may have Reaſon to expect Ingra» 
titude for Civility, and Hatred for 
Gdod- will. He that loves all Men 
for God? Sake, and their own, 
that is willing to prone 


Power, and when Power is wan 
ing; ſupplicates for them at the 


charitable Man: For Charity, in 
ſhort, is a/ Bemtvotence of Soul, that 
always endeavours to do Good, 
and is. not to be ſway d by * 
Contalerations from doing it. 
6. B And 
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Welfare of all to deflated of his 
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—— ron hat 
Charity is im it ſelf, we ootne to 
tonfider, Sr buy, its Etalleney:in 
gerdtal. o rot ot aoftifiug of 
And here I ean-folow :no-better 
Guide than the great ApolHe;iof 
ew in a more ſignificant Method 
tam by explai ning his Wands, 
What are the: true'i Hropertids 16 
Eharity ;/5nail'/how far. M eιν,ꝛs d 
«lt botir abgüined, nxt mitural Re 
dow ments St. Nu ihimfdlt; has 
given it che Prferenue even fd rhEe 
Sitts of thoibfbly Ghoſt: For h 
ws peak ritt the; NHondueggef 
Men, if wothaye:the Cmmmi 
bf alli Lüingnages, dd otter the 
mighty Pbwer Gf / Elog urn 
that/\weolean; work, aypon M 
Paflions,' and commandotheir f- 
fections as we think 1 — 


bad. . a1 ; not 


| 


hat further, tho': we-haveathe 


| hs N 


not uſe this Talent to othaia abt, 
fit in the Cauſe of Ianoeence, and 
the Defence of Truth, but {eek 
out private Advancement and 
Glory; het will this ſaercd Prix 
vilege avail, but to hetray our In 
fincerity, and multiply our Guilt? 
Had we yet more tlie Tongues 
of Angels; could we-conyerſe witz 
Shores Beings, be Maſters of that 
comprehenſive Knowledge m_ - 
Cherubim and Seraphims needs 
muſt have; Theſe; if: not mage. 
ſubſervlent to good Uſes, will but 
tend to increaſe dur Vanity, make 
us more proud, and leſs uſeful. 


Gift ef Prophecy, and underſtand 
all Myſteries and all Knowledge; 
what if we were endued with In- 
| Piration could trace the Source 
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and Cauſe of things before they 
exiſted, and diſcern the ultimate 
Iſſue of them, while yet they lie 
hid in the Womb of Cauſes. What 
if we could unfold the Myſteries 
of Providence, its ſecret Counſels 
and hidden Reſolutions , could 
dive into the Properties of every 
Creature, and apply em all to 
their beſt Uſes. Nay, tho! we 
had Faith to remove Mountains, 
Power to command and influence 
things that are not ſubject to hy- 
man Nature, to do all that is moe 
rally impoſſible to be done. If 
- with all theſe Accompliſhments of 
Grace, we have not the Heavenly 
Gift of Charity to employ em all 
to the Honour of God, and the 
Good of his Creatures (thoſe Creg- 
tures ] mean for whoſe Sake He ; 


bis was 
= | | ' . | 
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— FO 


was 5 pleas d to confer thoſe Abili- (2M 
ties on us) we are yet nothing; 
not the better for thoſe Excellen- 
cie® but more unworthy in the 
Sight of God, who reſpects our 
Actions, not our Faculties: And it 
were to be wiſhd we had not been 
ſo diſtinguiſn d by Powers, but en- 


dued with greater Frobity of N 


pers. 


bo 
— 


2 — ——— — — 


In the next Place, 2 — is 5 
more excellent than the moſt he- 
poick Virtue can prove : For if Þ 
beftow all my Goods, a ys St. Paal, 
to feed the Poor , tho a Man be 
got above the Love of Money, 3 

and can part with his Wealth as + > : 4 
freely as he got it; tho he di- 
vides his Fortune in his Life-time. 
not to his Sons, his Relations, or 
Friends, but wholly- to the os 


* 


£73 


the ipnorant Orphan; and the in 
parent Gripple; tho he gives all, 
and makes no Reſerves even for 
Hilbſelf, againlt the Decays of Bye 
or Siekneſd, but chuſes to endure 
thb/Miſery of Poverty, rather that 
ſes em in the" Perſon of andther; 
i de is vot governed by a Prin- 

eile of Charity, in this” great 

AJ Liberality, but Ceke only human 

"Praiſe and N to be 
Spe a Mairft 2 Tem. 


— tor h Mcd W e; as 4 | 
1 muge his Wealth; he parts with 
is Right 0 Nogey in hand, for 
that which he eſteems as more va + 
Habe, the Applauſe of Men. But 
let him not hope for any other 
Kerömpenee, if we do our Ams 


IN to 
%E £ 
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tec he ſeen of Men, we: 


and ſuffęr the higheſt 


Sake: of; Cod erobIs Religion, 
| -profiteth. him nothing. 50000 2112 


anden Pride or Amhitien ãs he 


| undi Fame wil he all ithe Rerom- : 
N Men in ſuch. Caſen ut 


— wh 


havens 
Reward of our Father whichcs:in 
Heaven:; na, The be gives his 
Bady to be hurnt (and Self- love 
of; all the: Paſhans:is fuſt andi a0) 


Vet if @ Mam Art:O ne alue 


onchis Lite, han- he does op-liis 3 
Eſtate, and chuſes:tq: meet Dean 
Sith: all its Temers, to wadergo 
the Fate of theidyileſt: Criminal, 
Degrees of © 
Torture 3 if he des it not for the Wks 
" 


.\;The; Martyr s Jaſt M1:iol} ls 


Braverys/ his — will: gels 


or u More than (Fool-hatdiuels; 


Motive of 5 great; Actions, Honaur 


*. 5obn d | | the 
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=x — Cheat they can upon 
| themſelves. What if they get the 
Applauſe of the Croud, it is when 
they cannot be ſenſible of it; and 
by dying fo as a Fool dieth; witlt- 
out any Senſe: of Danger or Fear; 
they loſe the Opportunity bf work- 
ing out a Salvation with Fear and 
(Ta, - But all that we do 
-2 chaaritable Account, tho 
at a leſs Expence, will in the end 
be tore” profitable; for all that is 
ſpent for the Honour of God, uni 
the Good of his Creatures, for the 
Lleaſt thing that is given to a Dif- 
eciple, ot only in the Name of a 
Diſeiple; we have the Authority 
of our Saviour in the W's we 
hall not loſe our Reward.” 
Thus a Principle of Charity is 
band laudable that the greateſt 
Endow- 


Te% 8 


— 2 00 B 


when any Degree of that Charity 
is wanting; but it will ſtill be ras > 
more glorious, if we proceed furs 
ther to its genuine Effects. 

Thus St. Paul will give us the 
beſt Account of all its Properties. 


And firſt he tells us it ſuffers long 


and is kind, a Man that i is endued 
with true Charity, is not apt to 


fall intoa Paſſion, he keeps a Calm 
and Serenity of lz and tho he 


is not inſenftble of the Wrongs that 
others may intend, is yet eaſy in 
himſelf, benign and courteous” 


| toward all; as well Enemies ds 


Friends. It envieth not, doth not 


diſpoſe a Man to Envy, or make 


him re that another Perſon has 
more Nealperit) and leſs Mes 
than himſelf. Vaunteth not it ſelf, 
does not make a Man proud and in 
ſolent, or plume as the Phariſee did 
of old, as being more given to Forms 
* f Religion, an thoſe about * 


Endowments of Mind, or be! =_ 


** 2 Te „ 
2 - | a + - by 
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Is not puffed ' up, does not {well 
the Mind of a good Man, and 
malie him look 2 upon every 
one with Scorn and Contempt. 
Doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, 
ſtoops to the loweſt Offices of Hu- 
manity, and does all with an eaſy 
Compliance, and a becoming De- 
cency. Seeketh not her own, . 
not make a Man cloſe and ſelfiſh, 
but prompts him to regard the 
common (300d, and fa to look on 
His own Things, as not to over- 
look ancther's Intereſt. Is not ea. 
fily- provoked, will not ſuffer a 
Man to give way to Paſſion, or by 
way of Reſentment return an In- 
jury. Thinketh no Evil, is not 
given to Obloquy and Derragtion, 
but in Caſes where there, is any 
Doubt, puts the beſt Contacto 
the View will bear Rejoyceth 
not in Iniquity, takes no Satisfa- 
ction in ſeeing the Faults or Fol- 
8 lies of Mankiod, but looks upon 
- others - 


P _— 
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1 * 
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others Misfortunes with Pityy Mil- 
conduct, with Grief ; but teich 15 Bt - 
ceth in the Truth, is pleaſed and 
tranſported when Men live up te 4 
the Rules of Chriſtianity, and 
Goodneſs and. Virtue ſeem to Hotte 
riſn. 

Charity again baaceth all thing 25, 
covers and draws a Veil over — 
Failings which Juſtice does not 
require to expoſe. Believeth all 
things, all that is delivered up- 
on a reaſonable Ground, and with 
a moral Aſſurance. | Hopeth all 
things, where there is a juſt Suſpi- 
cion of Mens Conduct, is willing 
to hope it is not bad ; and when it 
is bad without diſpute, does not 
_ deſpair of a Reformation 

And, Laftly, Charity endureth 
all things, is fd and ſteady un- n 


der all the Changes of Lite and 
Fortune, enduring the worſt with 


patient 


Chriſtian Fortitude, and 
Continuance in Well. doing. 
oY Thus 


| n 2 * 
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Thus far our Apoſtle has given 
us a Character of Charity in gene- 
ral, and what Virtue is there ſo 
eminent as this, that leads a Man 
thro' all Parts of his Duty, and 
makes him happy in ſpite of the 
eagle: 45 
What remains in this Chapter, 
on the Subject in hand, more juſtly 
falls under my third Head, where- 
in I am to ſhew the Excellency of 
Charity, as it is gm ta Faith, % 
: and Hope. ; 
Now it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
from this Superiority which St. 
Paul aſcribes to the Virtue of Cha- 
rity , that Faith and Hope are 
next in Dignity, and have a bet- 
ter Pretence than any other Grace 
fo ſtand with it in Competition. 
But as eminent as they both 
may appear to be, they are plaigly- 
deficient in reſpe& of Charity, up- 
on theſe een nn 
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f Univerſal Benevolence. 1 
Firſt, They are nat ſo certain L 
of their Object. 

Secondiy, They do not afford: 0 
much Pleaſure. And. 

Thirdly, Are not ſo durable Vir- 
tues as Charity is. 

Firſt, Faith and Hope are e 
far imperfect, as they are not cer- 
tain of their Object. Faith is an 
Aſſent to a divine Truth, founded 
upon a divine Teſtimony; but in 
this there is an evigent Poſfibility 
of being miſtaken r as much as 
all divine Truths WHatſoe ver muſt 
be handed down by the fallible 
Means of human Conveyance. 
Faope alſo is a Virtue that re- 
ſpects Futurity, ſomething that 
may or may not come to paſs: For 
what a Man hath, ſays the pet > 
ſtle, why doth be yet bope for? But 
every thing future is uncertain, ſo 
far at leaſt as it depends upon 5 

ſomething wherein human Nature 
may be deceiv-! T. „ 
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1 Thus Faith may happen in all 
Caſes to be ill grounded, and Hope 
may poſſibly be diſappointed ;- but 
Charity never can: That can ne- 
ver want Objects enough to exer- 
ciſe it ſelf, while we have Friends, 
Relations, or Enemies; nay, while 
n 
Por this Reaſon, that Faith and 
Hope reſpect the Future, and are 
ſomewhat uncertain, they ate not 
reckoned amogg the Attributes of 
Sod; for he Being All- ſufficient in 
_ -- Himſelf, the Spring and Fountain 
of all Truth, and poflets'd of all 
the Happineſs He can poſſibly en- 
joy, cannot be ſaid to believe or 
hope; for how ſhould Faith find 
any Room, where there is Omni - 
ſcience? or how can Hope be en- 
rertained, where there is Omnipo- 
tence? But ſo far is Charity an 
Attribute of God, that I fear not 
to call it the Quinteſfence of his 
Perfections; 1 had almoſt ſaid the 
271 We very 
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God is Love. 
But then again, Faith and Hope 
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yet it muſt be own'd a 
 tertainment ta employ our Minds 
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the Exerciſe of our Faith. Nor is 


it a thing of indifferent Satisfa- 


ion, to reflect upon thoſe exceed» | ; 


has pro- 
— the Objects of our Hope, 
and as Matives of a good 3 | 


ing Felicities, which God 


ous Life. But {till the Exerciſe 
of Faith and Hope is always at- 
tended with e melancholl 
flection, that we are as ye 


a State of Inſufficiency, and a e | 
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when we can ſpare ſomething for 
our Neighbours Good, and gives 
a ſweet Satisfaction to the Mind, 
when we do thoſe good Offices, 
which our Hearts and Minds de- 
fire ſhould be done. 

In the laſt Place, the Exerciſe 
of Faith and Hope is not ſo dura- 
ble as that of Charity, for they 
are confined to the preſent Life, 
and cannot extend beyond Morta- 
lity ; all they can do is to ſupport us 
here under the Troubles and Preſ- 


ſures of Life, to refreſh us in this 


barren and dry Wilderneſs, where 
no Water is; that is, no Satisfa- 
ction equal to the Cares and Fa- 
tigues we meet with. But they, 
when we approach the Confines of 
the Grave, come within ſight of 
the promiſed Land, and are ready 
to enter the heavenly Canaan, they 
muſt be content with a bare Pro- 
ſpect, and, like Moſes, die upon 
the Borders, there they ceaſe, and 
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ut let not the eber 5 


Charity bring Faith or Hope into 


Niſrepute, let em flouriſſi t 
ther, —— adorn each other; N 
fuck i is the mutual Connection bes. 
tween all, they ſupport and che- 
riſh one the: other; ſo that where 
Faith and Hope are vigorouss, 
there never is any Defect of Cha. 
rity; nor where there is a fervent, 
Charity, can Faith and Hope lan- 
_guiſh and decay. The more eat» 
neſtly we hope, and the more 
ſtedfaſtly we believe in the ro- 
miſe of God; the more diligentix 
we ſhall ſerve him, and the more 
intenſely we {halAove. him. And I 
if we love him in the leaſt Degree 
that he loveth us, our Faith will be 
founded, as it were, upon a Rock, 


and our Hope will prove as an 


Anchor of the Soul, ſure and ſted-. 2 
What now remains, in 115 Cloſe | 
of this Point, put to et you in 
35 * ; ; 2 


1 


0 F 


| put. an. Charity ;; 3 be Ye. kind and and cour- 
oo 


: N 2 N Wo 2 + % 
* + 1 \ * o 
| Iz ® * 
1 — 4 4 4 CM 
k "I = 
25 N « EW l : 
” * d * 4 — 9 ce 
„ane at 7 ** | T2 ' 
l — 
ol . bs 
7 
Sa - 


fe: : Above 2 40 things, my af 


: 2 4 * 


tent, n be ye. Tec. and generous „ a. 


ft i 1 Why 
ſhould ä and Valleys, 
Deſarts, or Seas ſtop the ourſe 


of Humanity ? ? We Baß look up- 


on our ſelves as Subjects at large, 


and Citizens of. the World „then 
the moſt rude and baba Peo- 


e will be our Countrymen, will 8 3 


our Friends. Far be it from 


us to be partial in good Works, 


if our Ability is ſufficient, our 
Charity ſhould be general; and 
thus far qpr bini muſt always 
be ſufficient, that when we can't 


aſhſt others by outward Good Off- 
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